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Dear fellow resident
It has been another busy year with the Turnbull Government working 
hard to advance our national and economic security. Locally I 
have addressed seniors groups, visited schools and met with local 
businesses. I launched the new Victoria Park scoreboards in Kew and 
announced federal funding for Giant Steps in Kew.

In my portfolio, we are taking decisive action to put downward pressure 
on energy prices for families and businesses with the new National 
Energy Guarantee and other measures involving retailers, networks 
and gas suppliers. 

On the economic front, we have delivered tax cuts for business and 
families, and improved our budget position by $4.4 billion. Our focus 
on economic growth has led to more jobs, with 371,500 more jobs 
created in the last 12 months, 85 per cent of which were full time. 
We have committed $1.6 billion for Victorian infrastructure to ease 
congestion and $30 million towards a business case for the much 
needed Melbourne Airport Rail Link.

Regarding national security, we are investing $200 billion in defence and 
we have invested a further $1.5 billion in counter-terrorism capabilities. 

I am committed to working hard and delivering for the residents of 
Kooyong. I wish you and your family my very best wishes for the festive 
season.

National Energy Guarantee lowers prices 
and supports renewables
The Turnbull Government is taking action to deliver more affordable 
and reliable energy for all Australians. 

Based on expert advice, the National Energy Guarantee is expected to 
reduce residential electricity bills by $100 to $115 per year. Our plan 
has no subsidies and no new taxes. Under our plan we are:

 Helping you and your family get the best possible deal from your 
retailer, potentially saving hundreds of dollars a year; 

 Giving domestic customers priority access to our natural gas before 
it is exported;

 Building Snowy Hydro 2.0 - creating 5,000 jobs and powering 500,000 
homes; and 

  Ensuring consumers benefit from greater competition in the market. 

We are doing everything we can to ensure that your family is not paying 
any more for your energy bills than you absolutely need to. 

Our record on renewable energy speaks for itself. In 2017 we saw 
an unprecedented wave of investment in renewable energy worth 
over $8 billion and over 4,000 MW of capacity. More than $4 billion in 
investment commitments have been made by the Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation, more than $3.5 billion made under the Coalition. 

Additionally around half of the $1 billion of grants through the Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency have been made under the Coalition. Investing 
in Snowy Hydro 2.0, the biggest battery in the southern hemisphere will 
also help make wind and solar more reliable. In Australia, more than 
one in five Australian households now have solar panels installed on 
their roof – the highest rate per capita in the world.

With the costs of renewable energy continuing to fall and further 
opportunities flowing from the investment certainty, the National Energy 
Guarantee levels the playing field for all technologies going forward.

LATEST NEWS

Kew Little Athletics’ 50th birthday
The Kew Little Athletics Centre recently celebrated its 50th birthday. 
I was thrilled to join President Mark Rice, Vice President Simon Olive, 
MP for Kew Tim Smith, Boroondara Councillors Phillip Healey and 
Felicity Sinfield, Olympians Brooke Stratton, Luke Mathews and Damien 
Birkinhead, along with many children and their families at Stradbroke 
Park in East Kew to mark this major milestone.
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You can sign up to receive my e-newsletter and 
share your views with me by completing the 
online survey on my website. 

Please contact me to discuss issues of 
concern to you and/or for assistance with: 

Congratulatory messages 
Special anniversary and birthday messages. 

Grants 
Assisting groups to identify available grants. 

Australian flags 
Presentation of the Australian flag and 
Aboriginal flags to schools and groups. 

NOTICEBOARD Student exchange packs  
Material for exchange students. 

School visits to Parliament House 
Assisting to organise school visits to 
Canberra. 

Emergency magnets 
To receive our emergency number magnet.

Kooyong Electorate Office: 
695 Burke Road, Camberwell VIC 3124

t: 03 9882 3677
f: 03 9882 3773
e: Josh.Frydenberg.MP@aph.gov.au
w: www.JoshFrydenberg.com.au

  JoshFrydenbergMP

  JoshFrydenberg 

  JoshFrydenbergMP

The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP
Federal Member for Kooyong
Minister for the Environment and Energy

AROUND THE HOUSE

Natural predator joins fight to save reef
In our efforts to protect the Great Barrier Reef and building on the 
$27.4 million investment to support the direct management of crown-
of-thorns starfish, the Turnbull Government is now turning to the 
starfish’s natural predator for help. As part of our commitment under 
the Reef 2050 Plan, the Government is investing $568,000 towards 
research trials into breeding of the starfish’s feared predator – the 
giant triton sea snail.

This new project builds on the success of Australian Institute of Marine 
Science (AIMS) research which found crown-of-thorns starfish avoid 
areas where triton sea snails are present. 

The researchers found potential 
for tritons to be ‘deployed’ to 
prevent crown-of-thorns from 
aggregating closely during their 
spawning season and this could 
help prevent the starfish from 
reaching outbreak numbers. 
The giant triton is native to 
coral reefs in the Pacific and 
Indian oceans. The project 
commenced in mid-June 2017 
and will continue until June 
2019.

Abbotsford Convent 
added to Heritage 
List
I was delighted to recently announce 
that the Abbotsford Convent has 
been added to the National Heritage 
List. The Convent has outstanding 
heritage value for illustrating the 
provision of welfare in Australia and 
the role of religious and charitable 
institutions in our social history.

Protecting our threatened species
The Turnbull Government has invested $228 million in more than 1,000 
projects to support our threatened species. The Threatened Species 
Strategy is committed to protecting our most precious and endangered 
animals and plants. Under this strategy, we have targeted 20 birds, 20 
mammals and 30 plants for recovery by 2020. 

Preserving our natural history
In recognition of the importance of our early colonial history, I recently wrote to the Chair of 
the Australian Heritage Council, the Hon Dr David Kemp, to request the Council’s advice on the 
adequacy of existing legal protections for places and monuments relating to the early interactions 
between European explorers and settlers and Australia’s Indigenous peoples. This follows the 
defacing of monuments, including a statue of Captain Cook in Sydney’s Hyde Park, and calls 
to amend existing monuments and inscriptions. We must remember that monuments, statues 
and inscriptions provide a perspective of history at a point in time. That is why I have asked Dr 
Kemp for recommendations to enhance the protection and management of these significant 
places to better preserve our history.
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DELIVERING FOR KOOYONG

Increasing protection for retirement 
village residents
Moving into a retirement village is an important life decision for many 
older Australians. The Federal Government is committed to ensuring 
older Australians in retirement villages have access to strong consumer 
protections and the information they need to make informed decisions. 

Although retirement villages are regulated by state and territory 
legislation they are also subject to Australian Consumer Law which 
prohibits unfair contract terms. That is why the states and territories, 
working with the Commonwealth, are undertaking an urgent 
assessment of laws to see what actions are required to protect   
consumers. Additionally, the ACCC is investigating the allegations 
raised in recent media coverage. 

It is important when older Australians make the life-changing decision 
to enter a retirement village they have confidence in their decision and 
are supported by strong consumer protections. 

Rail infrastructure links our cities
Rail infrastructure is an important investment that will link our cities, 
ease congestion and boost productivity. 

This is why the Turnbull Government is providing $20 billion for rail 
infrastructure. This includes $10 billion over 10 years for a National Rail 
Program; an additional $8.4 billion in equity funding for Melbourne-
Brisbane Inland Rail; $1.42 billion for Victorian regional rail; $30 million 
to develop a business case for the Melbourne Airport Rail Link; and 
$20 million for up to three business cases for faster rail.

Keeping Australians safe
The first priority of any government is to keep its citizens safe. The 
Turnbull Government is undertaking the most significant reform of 
Australia’s national intelligence and domestic security arrangements 
in more than 40 years. The Government has embarked on the most 
ambitious defence capability build in Australian history investing an 
unprecedented $200 billion over the next decade. 

The Government recently announced it had reached agreement with 
States and Territories regarding enhanced counter-terrorism laws 
including longer detention periods and national facial biometric 
matching. These new laws will build on the Government’s existing 
national security legislation and an additional $1.5 billion investment 
for counter terrorism. Additionally the National Firearms amnesty has 
led to more than 50,000 firearms being handed in across Australia.

Integrity in the welfare system
The Government is working hard to ensure that there is integrity in the 
welfare system. We want to make sure that people who need welfare 
get what they are entitled to. We are making it simpler for welfare 
recipients to understand their obligations, and to explain discrepancies 
between their income data held at the Australian Taxation Office with 
their self-reported income data at Centrelink. Over the last six months, 
over $300 million in debt to the taxpayer has been uncovered.

Welfare recipients have received thousands of dollars from other 
Australian taxpayers. It is not unreasonable to ask them to clarify 
their information if there is a discrepancy between their income data 
at the Australian Taxation Office and their self-reported income data 
at Centrelink.  

The Department of Human Services has a legal, and moral obligation 
to ensure that public money is delivered in accordance with law and 
to recover the $4 billion in outstanding welfare debt owed to the 
Commonwealth. 
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Prime Minister’s Prize for Innovation
Kooyong constituent, Professor Eric Reynolds AO, received the 
Prime Minister’s Prize for Innovation due to his extraordinary work to 
strengthen and improve dental health outcomes. His research on a milk 
protein that strengthens and repairs teeth has been commercialised 
into a product that improves oral health and is now sold in over 50 
countries. 

OUT AND ABOUT IN KOOYONG

New Men’s Shed in North Balwyn
Men’s Sheds are a great way for our seniors to be productive, contribute 
to the local community, connect with friends and maintain an active 
body and mind. I was delighted to support federal funding for the new 
North Balwyn Community Men’s Shed built by Boroondara Council on 
the grounds of the North Balwyn Bowls Club. Strategically situated in 
the north east, the Shed was supported by the Federal Government’s 
Stronger Communities Program, City of Boroondara and the Rotary 
Club of North Balwyn.

Smart Cities Research at Swinburne
I visited Swinburne University’s Smart Cities Research Institute with 
the Assistant Minister for Cities and Digital Transformation, Angus 
Taylor. The Institute partners with government and industry to 
identify the challenges facing large, fast-growing cities, and creating 
opportunities for community to participate in urban design decisions. 
We are fortunate to have Swinburne University in Kooyong, with its 
international reputation for connecting research and business. 

Connecting with seniors
The University of the Third Age provides great opportunities for 
members, aged 50+, to keep learning about stimulating topics and 
mix with interesting and curious people.  In Kooyong, we are fortunate 
have two U3A groups, in Hawthorn and Deepdene. I recently addressed 
members from both groups on the energy challenges facing Australia 
and the importance of ensuring energy reliability and affordability. 
Sessions are always followed by an energetic Q&A session with 
members keen to share their views.

Improved facilities for Giant Steps in Kew
Giant Steps Melbourne, a school for students with autism located 
in Kew, will soon have improved facilities following a $1.2 million 
grant from the Turnbull Government. The upgrade will add five new 
classrooms, a teaching kitchen, bathrooms and other student amenities 
–  to enable the school to accommodate more students. Giant Steps 
has 13 students and a waiting list of 70, and is the sister school of Giant 
Steps Sydney which has been operating for over 25 years.

Local sporting champions
Eight local sporting champions were recently recognised for their 
outstanding individual efforts in judo, hockey, athletics, karate and 
baseball. The recipients received a Local Sporting Champions grant 
and were chosen from a large field of candidates to represent their 
team at state, national and international competitions.

Xavier College commemorates fallen 
students
I was honored to speak at the unveiling of Xavier College Burke Hall’s 
Remembrance wall featuring 185 ceramic poppies in honour of past 
students who fought and died in conflict. It was a moving tribute co-
inciding with Remembrance Day and will be a constant reminder of 
the sacrifices of past students.

OUT AND ABOUT IN KOOYONG

Supporting local businesses
Kooyong is home to a over 23,000 businesses including Boccaccio’s 
in Balwyn. I recently visited this popular supermarket to talk about 
Government initiatives that are supporting business to grow including 
tax cuts for small and medium businesses and the instant asset 
write-off, taken up by more than 2,000 local businesses. The Turnbull 
Government knows that a strong economy coupled with jobs growth 
creates the right environment for business investment. In four years, 
the Coalition has cut more than $5.8 billion in federal regulation red 
tape and compliance costs. We are also offering $300 million to the 
states and territories for them to do their part and implement new 
cutting red tape initiatives. When you back small business everyone 
benefits with more and better paid jobs. 

Launching the Victoria Park scoreboard
On 6 August, it was terrific to join Kew Comets Junior Football Club 
President Sebastian Reid, Luke Littlefield, Councillors Phillip Healey 
and Felicity Sinfield to open the Victoria Park scoreboard - a $25,000 
federal election commitment. The new state of the art LED scoreboard 
will be a community asset for over 1,000 plays from Kew Comets 
Junior Football Club, Kew Football Club and Kew Cricket Club. The 
Federal Government is pleased to support the local community and 
this project will benefit local clubs, boost spectator attendance and 
encourage participation in sport amongst young men and women. 

Opening season for MCC Bowls Section
On 27 August, I had the pleasure in joining John Pesutto MP in opening 
the new bowls season for MCC Bowls Section in Hawthorn. The MCC 
Bowls Section was founded in 1894 and is a sporting section of 
the Melbourne Cricket Club. Bowls is a popular sport in Kooyong 
with an estimated 1,500 players in the Boroondara area and a very 
popular social sport nationwide with over 500,000 participants. The 
club launched into the new season with a round of bowls and I was 
honoured to have the first bowl on the green.  

Helping those in need:  
Kooyong Giving Tree 2017
Servants Community Housing is an important community organisation 
providing affordable accommodation and safe housing for vulnerable 
men and women in Kew and Hawthorn. Since 2012, our community 
has donated to the Kooyong Giving Tree appeal which supports 
residents of Servants Community Housing. With your generosity we 
have raised in excess of 
$50,000 to date. I hope 
that you can continue to 
support this local initiative 
by donating gift vouchers 
and non-perishable food 
items, Christmas puddings 
and cakes, and essentials 
such as new clothing, 
blankets and toiletries by 
18 December. 
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DELIVERING FOR KOOYONG

Investing in Medicare
The Turnbull Government understands how important your health is 
to you and your family. That’s why we have invested over $23 billion in 
Medicare this year – with our record investment growing year on year.

Recent initiatives include introducing reforms to make private health 
insurance simpler, more affordable and better value for families. We 
also recently announced an additional $202 million in world-leading 
medical research, building on a $6 billion commitment over 5 years to 
improve the lives of patients battling cancers, mental health illnesses 
and chronic disease. Additionally we have committed $50 million to 
the $100 million Australian Brain Cancer Mission for research, clinical 
trials and greater support for patients and families living with this 
horrible disease.

Since coming to Government, we have invested close to $7.5 billion 
and listed over 1,500 new drugs to the PBS including more than 60 
new cancer medicines to treat advanced pancreatic cancer, melanoma, 
advanced breast cancer, ovarian cancer and lung cancer. We have also 
expanded the National Immunisation Program (NIP) which will now 
provide free catch-up vaccines for all children up to the age of 19 years 
and, for the first time, refugees of any age. As part of the annual $460 
million NIP, young Australians have free access to the new Gardasil 
HPV vaccine.

Tackling the scourge of drug addiction
The Turnbull Government’s $685 million investment in drug and alcohol programs in 
Australia -  which includes an unprecedented $298 million for the National Ice Action 
Strategy – has been bolstered by the Government’s recently launched National 
Drugs Campaign, which will tackle the use of illicit drugs among young Australians. 

Australia has one of the highest rates of methamphetamine use in the world with 
the number of ice users now well above 200,000. In 2016, around 1.8 million people 
reported being victims of a drug-related incident. 

The social cost of methamphetamine abuse in Australia was over $5 billion over 
a 12 month period. The primary contributors to this cost were crime, workplace 
absenteeism, child maltreatment and health. 

Locally, we have seen an increase in cases of drug possession and reported crimes 
over the past year. That is why all three levels of government participated in the 
Boroondara Community Safety forum recently to discuss what we can do to make 
our local community safer. 

Education investment to deliver outcomes
Education provides the foundation for students to reach their potential. 
That is why the Turnbull Government is nearly doubling its investment 
in Australia’s schools with a focus on improving the quality of education, 
delivering an extra $23.4 billion for Australian schools over the next 
10 years. 

In Kooyong, Government and Independent schools will receive an 
extra $270 million in funding over the next decade. Victorian Catholic 
schools will get an additional $3.86 billion over the next decade which 
will be provided to Catholic Education Commission Victoria for them 
to distribute to their schools. 

It is always a pleasure to visit local schools and see how students are 
growing and learning. I recently attended the Inter-primary public 
speaking competition and visited students at Canterbury Primary and 
St Dominic’s in Camberwell.

A number of students have visited Parliament House in the second 
half of 2017 including students from Camberwell Primary School, 
Hartwell Primary School, Our Holy Redeemer Primary School, Carey  
Grammar (pictured), Genazzano and Trinity Grammar School in Kew.

04

SUMMER 2017-18

Kooyong Community News
THE HON JOSH FRYDENBERG MP

Federal Member for Kooyong | Minister for the Environment and Energy

SUMMER 2017-18

Kooyong Community News
THE HON JOSH FRYDENBERG MP

Federal Member for Kooyong | Minister for the Environment and Energy


