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Largest ever investment in the Reef  
I recently announced an additional $500 million in funding for 
the ongoing protection and restoration of the Great Barrier 
Reef. This commitment by the Turnbull Government not only 
supports the health of the Reef but also the 64,000 jobs and the 
estimated $6.4 billion the Reef contributes to our economy every 
year. Like reefs all over the world the Great Barrier Reef is under 
pressure. This investment will improve water quality, tackle the 
coral eating Crown-of-thorns starfish and use the best available 
science to make the Reef more resilient to heat stress. It builds 
on the Australian and Queensland Government’s $2 billion Reef 
2050 Plan which has received significant praise from the United 
Nations World Heritage Committee. 

LATEST NEWS

Dreamtime mural for Camberwell kinder 
The children and staff at Camberwell Kindergarten and Childcare 
Centre now have a vibrant Dreamtime storytelling mural painted 
by Indigenous artist Robert Michael Young, thanks to the Federal 
Government’s Stronger Communities Program. The mural, which 
includes a hand print of each child currently at the Centre, is a 
celebration of our Indigenous heritage.

Dear fellow resident
Since I last wrote to you there has been much happening in both 
Kooyong and Canberra.

In May, the Treasurer delivered this year’s Federal Budget which 
is helping to grow our economy, create more jobs and guarantee 
the essential services our community needs.

Our economic plan is working with more than one million jobs 
created over the last five years, that’s more than 1000 a day 
and recently announced data showing 1 per cent growth in the 
economy in the March quarter, the strongest in a couple of years. 
I have included more information in this update about what the 
Budget means for our Kooyong community.

In my portfolio of the Environment and Energy, the Turnbull 
Government announced a record $500 million for the Great Barrier 
Reef, the single largest commitment ever for conservation and 
management in Australia’s history. We are investing over $255 
million for species conservation and appointed Australia’s first 
ever Threatened Species Commissioner. I am also pleased that 
we are delivering $1.1 billion for the continuation of the National 
Landcare Program to support on-the-ground action.

Locally I have been busy, visiting schools, speaking at Rotary 
meetings and supporting wonderful local organisations like Guide 
Dogs Victoria and Learning for Life Autism Centre in Kew. This year 
the Kooyong Colts again participated in the Hawthorn Relay for 
Life and raised $14,000 for cancer research.

I am pleased to be part of a team that is delivering locally here in 
Kooyong and for Australians on the issues that matter.

As always if I can be of assistance please contact my office.

Federal Member for Kooyong 
Minister for the Environment and Energy

Copyright - Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority



WINTER 2018

Kooyong Community News
JOSH FRYDENBERG MP

Federal Member for Kooyong  | Minister for the Environment and Energy

02

 Supporting local businesses
We have delivered small and 
medium business tax cuts 
– benefiting over 23,000 
small and medium sized 
businesses in Kooyong. 
These tax cuts will help 
businesses invest more, 
employ more and pay their 
workers more. We have also extended the instant asset write-off 
for small businesses for a further twelve months. Well over 1,000 
businesses in Kooyong have already utilised the instant asset 
write-off and this extension means that more can benefit in the 
coming financial year.

DELIVERING FOR KOOYONG - BUDGET 2018
The Turnbull Government is building a stronger economy to benefit all Australians. In this year’s Budget we are delivering tax relief with a 
focus on low and middle income earners, investing in congestion busting infrastructure and responsibly returning the budget to balance. 
Importantly, we are guaranteeing the essential services that Kooyong families rely on, by increasing Medicare funding to $28.8 billion in 
2021-22, which is an increase of 48 per cent in annual funding since 2012-13, delivering on average a 50 per cent increase per student in 
needs-based school funding over the decade, and more child care support to those families who need it most. Our plan for a stronger 
economy means that Australians can plan for their future with confidence.

 A stronger economy for more jobs  
A strong economy is driving jobs growth. Since 2013 we have 
helped create more than one million jobs. The last calendar 
year was the strongest jobs growth on record, with more than 
1,000 jobs created on average every day. This means more 
people have been able to move off welfare and into work. The 
combination of these additional new jobs and the Government’s 
action to ensure our welfare system is well-targeted have resulted 
in welfare dependency for working age Australians falling to its 
lowest level in 25 years. Making sure that our economy is strong 
and growing will ensure that all working Australians continue to 
have the best possible opportunity to get ahead. 

  Lower, fairer and simpler tax
Almost 60,000 taxpayers in Kooyong will receive a new tax offset of up to $530 a year under our plan to reduce cost pressures 
on household budgets. We are providing tax relief for low and middle income earners to ensure Australians keep more of their hard 
earned income. We are also lifting tax brackets over time to ensure that wages don’t get eaten up by higher taxes through bracket creep.

  Protecting your retirement savings
The Turnbull Government is protecting the hard-earned retirement savings of millions of Australians by introducing new measures 
to guard against the unnecessary erosion of superannuation balances through excessive fees, insurance premiums and inactive 
accounts. The Government is capping administration and investment fees on low-balance accounts, banning exit fees on all accounts, 
ensuring that insurance in super is offered on an opt-in basis for accounts of young members below the age of 25, accounts that have 
been inactive for 13 months or more and inactive accounts and reuniting lost super with members by transferring all inactive low-
balance accounts to the Australian Taxation Office and proactively reuniting these accounts with a members’ active account.

 Commitment to Medicare 
Australians rely on Medicare to provide a safety net to 
meet their health needs. We are continuing our rock-solid 
commitment to Medicare with an additional $4.8 billion 
investment, building on the Medicare Guarantee Fund we 
established last year. For 2017- 18, $34.4 billion has been 
credited to the Fund. A further credit of $35.3 billion will be 
made to meet the estimated Medicare Benefits Schedule 

(MBS) and Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme (PBS) expenditure for 2018-19. 
Medicare spending is guaranteed and 
increasing every year from $24 billion 
in 2017-18 to $28.8 billion in 2021-22 to 
support healthcare for every Australian.

 Keeping Australians safe
The Government’s number one priority 
is to keep Australians safe. In this 
Budget we are investing $294 million to 
make air travel safer through screening 
technology for passengers, bags and 
cargo and a greater AFP presence at 
airports. We are investing $59 million 
to make it harder for criminals to 
evade the law and we are providing 
over $68 million to establish the Australian Centre to 
Counter Child Exploitation. Locally we have invested 
$100,000 for CCTVs in Burke Road, Camberwell and 
$100,000 for CCTVs in Kew.

           GUARANTEEING ESSENTIAL SERVICES FOR KOOYONG
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 Record funding for public hospitals
The Coalition Government will deliver more than $30 billion in 
additional public hospital funding under a five-year National 
Health Agreement, with funding increasing for every state and 
territory. This represents a doubling of public hospital funding 
under the Coalition Government. Commonwealth funding 
for public hospital services in Victoria has increased from 
$3.3 billion in 2012-13 to $7.1 billion in 2024-25, or 116.2 
per cent over this period.

 Fully funding the NDIS
Australians with a permanent and significant disability deserve 
the best care we can provide. This budget guarantees the 
funding of the National Disability Insurance Scheme.  Once 
fully rolled out, the NDIS will directly help over 1,800 people 
and their families in Kooyong. The Government recently 
announced that three local disability service providers - Guide 
Dogs Victoria, Solve Disability Solutions and Able Australia 
would receive funding to develop and deliver innovative 
programs for the disability sector.

 Investing in mental health services
The Government’s total investment in mental health is over 
$4.2 billion per year. The Budget included an additional 
$338 million in funding for mental health, adding to the $110 
million to expand mental health programs for children, 
adolescents and young adults announced in January 2018. 
These services cover low intensity services to crisis care, and 
suicide prevention. Beyondblue which is based in Hawthorn, 
received a proportion of $46 million for its integrated school-
based Mental Health in Education initiative and Emerging Minds 
received $16 million for the National Workforce Support in Child 
Mental Health initiative and Lifeline Australia received $33.8 
million to enhance its telephone crisis services.

 Investing in key infrastructure
The Turnbull Government is delivering a record $75 billion 
investment in infrastructure and transport projects across 
Australia focused on building local communities, connecting 
the regions and our cities, busting congestion and boosting 
productivity, while creating local jobs. Locally we are delivering 
real investment in critical road and rail projects that will help 
get Victoria moving, including $5 billion for the Melbourne 
Airport Rail Link; $475 million for Monash Rail; and $140 
million for a state-wide congestion busting package.

 More choices for a longer life
We have also invested an additional $5 billion to boost our 
aged care services - making life easier and better for older 
Australians including those living in Kooyong. We’re 
delivering an extra 20,000 high-level home care packages - 
with an overall rise in home care places from 87,000 to 151,000 
over four years. There’ll be more than 14,000 extra 
residential aged care places allocated this year, 
too, and a record increase in mental health and 
loneliness support for older Australians. Funding 
grows from $18 billion now to $23 billion by 2022. 
Around 800,000 older Australians are receiving 
support services through our record $5.5 billion 
investment in the Commonwealth Home Support 
Program. Our plan helps people live at home for as 
long as they want and stay better connected with 
their families, friends and communities.

 More life saving medicines listed
The Turnbull Government has invested $8.3 billion in new 
listings on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS). This 
year alone, the Government has listed a number of life-changing 
medications including Kisqali for over 3,000 breast cancer 
patients saving them more than $71,000 a year. Spinraza, 
for children with spinal muscular atrophy, which previously 
cost $370,000 a year, will now cost $40 a script. Sufferers of 
classical Hodgkin’s lymphoma will no longer pay over $200,000 
per course of treatment, now only paying a maximum of $39.50 
per script, with concessional patients– including pensioners–
paying just $6.40. We’ve also made available new life-changing 
immunotherapy medicines such as Opdivo® (a $1 billion lung 
cancer and renal cell cancer drug) and listed Yervoy® for the 
treatment of unresectable Stage II or Stage IV malignant 
melanoma.
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Learning for Life Autism Centre 
More than 1 in 100 Australian children suffer from autism and 
it is four times more prevalent in boys than in girls. I recently 
opened Learning for Life’s (L4L) new Autism Centre in Kew, which 
is delivering early intervention and Applied Behavioural Analysis 
(ABA) therapy for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. L4L 
delivers more than 19,000 ABA hours annually and has raised 
over $2 million to subsidise and support families to access their 
intensive programs.Celebrating World Environment Day

The theme of this year’s World Environment Day was Beat Plastic 
Pollution. Last year, 3.5 million tonnes of plastics were consumed 
in Australia and 5.7 billion single-use plastic bags were used – 
200+ bags per person. I visited St Bridget’s Primary School in 
Balwyn North where students are learning and participating in 
environmental activities and energy saving measures. It was a 
great opportunity to celebrate our local environment and engage 
with students on the initiatives they are taking.

Saluting our Local Sporting Champions
I was thrilled to award seven local athletes representing hockey, 
rowing, orienteering, cricket and sailing with a Local Sporting 
Champions grant. The Federal Government program provides 
financial support for young people aged between 12 and 18 to 
compete, officiate or coach at a state, national or international 
sporting event. It has been extended with more than 3000 
additional grants available to athletes around Australia.

OUT AND ABOUT IN KOOYONG

2018 Hawthorn Relay for Life
The Kooyong Colts participated in our seventh Hawthorn Relay for Life, with all 
teams raising a phenomenal $120,000 this year.   Due to the immense generosity 
of our sponsors, the Kooyong Colts were this year’s highest fundraiser for the 
sixth year running, raising $14,000 for cancer research and awareness, bringing 
our total fundraising effort since 2012 to over $116,000. 

Auburn High School awards assembly  
School leadership plays a valuable role in educating young people 
about building relationships, decision making and preparing 
them for leadership roles in life. I was delighted to speak about 
the importance of leadership at Auburn High’s awards assembly 
and present the 2018 school leaders with their badges.
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Commemorating the Centenary of Anzac
This year marks the end of the Centenary of Anzac commemorations. It was a special 
honour to lay a wreath at the Camberwell City RSL Anzac Day dawn service, where 
hundreds of locals gathered to pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of the men 
and women who have served our nation. It was an honour to speak with 100 year 
old Jack Bell, a WWII veteran who was captured and taken as a POW when his plane 
was shot down during the campaign in North Africa.
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New enviro bags for Kew Traders
It was great to be on the judging panel for the Kew Junction 
Business Association enviro bag design competition. Grade 5 
and 6 students from local schools including Sacred Heart, Xavier 
College Burke Hall, MLC, Ruyton Girls’ School, Trinity Grammar, 
Preshil and Genazzano submitted designs for recycled shopping 
bags. The winning student, Elodie Rose from Preshil, won $2500 for 
her school. Over 1000 enviro bags showcasing the winning design 
will be printed and distributed by local Kew Junction traders.

Celebrating International Women’s Day
I was pleased to host my colleague the Hon Melissa Price MP, 
Assistant Minister for the Environment, at a lunch to recognise 
local women leaders in our community. The lunch brings together 
women from the fields of business, not-for-profit, education and 
medicine with the conversation focused on how we can encourage 
and inspire more women to achieve their goals.

Delivering the keynote address to 
our newest citizens 
It was an honour to deliver the keynote address at the 2018 
Boroondara Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony in Hawthorn. 
The event also saw the announcement of the 2018 Boroondara 
Citizen of the Year, Vivienne Harkness, President of the Boroondara 
Support Stroke Group and the Volunteer of the Year, Bernie Smith, 
the driving force behind the development of the North Balwyn 
Men’s Shed. Special commendations for volunteering went to 
Anne Brown and Walter Scharley. Anne volunteers for Guide Dogs 
Victoria and Walter offers his time to neighbourhood houses.

Guide Dogs Victoria launches new 
platform
It was great to visit Guide 
Dogs Victoria in Kew to 
learn more about a 
project, funded by the 
Turnbull Government, 
that aims to reduce social 
isolation and improve 
access to information 
online for people with 
vision loss. This grant 
will enable people with 
low vision and blindness 
to actively contribute to 
leading, shaping and influencing their community by playing a 
central role in designing and participating in a new voice-activated 
peer support platform. This is one of 147 projects receiving a total 
investment of $57 million through the NDIA’s second round of 
ILC grants, and will contribute towards making a more inclusive 
Australia, for all people, of all abilities.
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Funding local community projects
It was terrific to join the Greythorn Falcons Juniors and Camberwell 
Sharks Juniors to officially launch new LED scoreboards which 
were delivered through the Federal Government’s Community 
Development Grants program. Funding has been provided to 
eleven local sporting groups for minor infrastructure projects 
that support local community organisations.

Kew Rovers 
annual breakfast
I recently attended the Kew 
Rovers Annual President’s 
Breakfast at the MCC in 
Kew with special guest AFL 
Champion and Collingwood 
Football Club Coach, Nathan 
Buckley. I am proud to be 
patron of the Kew Rovers, 
which was established in 1971 
and today has a total of nearly 
400 players; (120 female and 280 male) who make up the 15 male 
and 6 female teams.

Students visit Parliament House 
Many students visit Parliament each year. To date, I have met 
with students from Our Holy Redeemer Primary School, Hartwell 
Primary School, Camberwell Primary School, Deepdene Primary 
School, Ruyton Girls’ School, Scotch College and Siena College.

Addressing Rotarians in Kooyong
There are nine Rotary clubs in Kooyong, all doing great work both 
locally and abroad. Rotarians make a real difference to the lives 
of people in our community so it is always a pleasure to address 
members. I recently spoke at the Rotary Club of Canterbury about 
ensuring a more reliable and affordable energy future.

Schools Clean Up Day at Auburn South   
It was terrific to join students from Auburn South Primary School 
on Schools Clean Up Day 2018, where students are learning about 
responsible rubbish disposal, recycling and caring for our local 
environment.

Supporting 
Hawthorn 
Community Chest  
It was great to join local residents 
at the Hawthorn Community Chest 
(HCC) annual ball. The HCC is an 
independent charity that works 
with care providers and other 
charities to ensure that Boroondara 
residents have somewhere to turn 
when they are most in need. I am a proud patron of the HCC, a 
great local organisation which has eased the burden for hundreds 
of local people and families for more than 60 years.
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MINISTERIAL MATTERS

Improving energy affordability 
and reliability 
The Turnbull Government is taking action to deliver a more 
affordable and reliable energy system as we transition to a lower 
emissions future. Power prices are still too high, but a record 
wave of more than 6000 megawatts of new generation is set to 
put downward pressure on prices with wholesale prices now 25 
per cent lower in 2018 compared to the same time last year. I am 
pictured here with state and territory energy ministers.

Two large-scale batteries for Victoria
The Turnbull Government, through the Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency, has provided up to $25 million for two large-
scale batteries that will help provide more affordable and reliable 
energy in Victoria.

The two grid-connected batteries will not only allow currently 
unused renewable energy to be stored instead of wasted, but 
also inject electricity into the grid at times of peak demand in an 
area known for transmission congestion. Located near Kerang 
and in Ballarat, they will collectively provide 55MW of energy and 
80MWh of storage capacity. These will provide enough power for 
20,000 homes for 2.5 hours.

Developing gas resources in the Northern Territory 
The Northern Territory Government recently decided to develop their gas resources. While we await further details, the Turnbull 
Government has welcomed this decision. Our consistent position, supported by the Chief Scientist Alan Finkel and the CSIRO, is that 
gas can be extracted in an environmentally sustainable way if states adopt a scientific and evidence based approach to regulating the 
industry. With an estimated 257,276 petajoules of prospective shale gas resources, equivalent to over 200 years of east coast domestic 
demand, the development of these gas resources could alleviate some of the pressure on the east coast gas market.

The National Energy Guarantee
In a big step forward, the COAG Energy Council recently agreed to 
progress the National Energy Guarantee to the final design stage. 
Backed by an unprecedented cross-section of business, industry 
and community groups, the Guarantee is a technology neutral 
energy policy that will drive the right investment in the right place 
and at the right time to secure Australia’s energy future. The Energy 
Security Board estimates annual power bills will fall significantly 
following the introduction of the Guarantee.

Taking action on waste and recycling
Australia is one of over 100 countries affected by China’s new 
restrictions on recyclable waste. The restrictions impact around 
4 per cent of our recyclable waste, but 35 per cent of recyclable 
plastic and 30 per cent of recyclable paper and cardboard.

Solving this issue is urgent and important. This is why 
Commonwealth, State and Territory environment ministers have 
agreed to cut Australia’s supply of waste, increase our recycling 
capability and increase the demand for recyclable products.

We have agreed to the ambitious target that 100 per cent of 
Australian packaging be recyclable, compostable or reusable 
by 2025 or earlier. This initiative would be industry led, building 
on the successful industry phase out of the use of microbeads in 
cosmetic and personal care products, with 94 per cent of these 
products now microbead-free.

Artist impression - Victorian batteries
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You can sign up to receive my e-newsletter and 
share your views with me by completing the 
online survey on my website. 

Please contact me to discuss issues of 
concern to you and/or for assistance with: 

Congratulatory messages 
Special anniversary and birthday messages. 

Grants 
Assisting groups to identify available grants. 

Australian flags 
Presentation of the Australian flag and 
Aboriginal flags to schools and groups. 

NOTICEBOARD Student exchange packs  
Material for exchange students. 

Visits to Parliament House 
We can assist local school groups and/
or constituents who would like to visit 
Parliament House in Canberra.

Emergency magnets 
To receive our emergency number magnet.

Kooyong Electorate Office: 
695 Burke Road, Camberwell VIC 3124

t: 03 9882 3677
f: 03 9882 3773
e: Josh.Frydenberg.MP@aph.gov.au
w: www.JoshFrydenberg.com.au

  JoshFrydenbergMP

  JoshFrydenberg 

  JoshFrydenbergMP

Josh Frydenberg MP
Federal Member for Kooyong
Minister for the Environment and Energy

Heritage-listing of Domain Parkland 
and Memorial Precinct 
One of Australia’s outstanding precincts, which takes in landmarks 
such as Government House Victoria, the Domain Parklands, 
Melbourne Observatory and Shrine of Remembrance, as well as 
some of Melbourne’s best known vistas, has been permanently 
added to Australia’s National Heritage List.

The area, now known as Melbourne’s Domain Parkland and 
Memorial Precinct, secured emergency heritage protection 
in February 2017, in the face of development pressures from 
Melbourne’s Metro Rail Project. While permanent inclusion on 
the National Heritage List cannot affect decisions made before 
the site’s listing, the Precinct will now be protected from future 
actions that may impact its National Heritage value.

Delivering Antarctica’s first 
paved runway 
Antarctica is a unique place and has a special significance for 
Australians. In a boost to Australia’s Antarctic Program, the 
Turnbull Government has announced the construction of a paved 
runway near Davis research station. Access to Antarctica in winter 
is difficult, with temperatures dropping to minus 40°C at Davis 
station. The new runway will complement Australia’s existing 
summer-only ice runway at Wilkins Aerodrome, and will provide 
more reliable access to Antarctica throughout the year, improving 
our ability to conduct year-round, world-class scientific research 
and respond to emergencies. The establishment of the permanent 
link between Hobart and Antarctica will enhance Hobart’s role as a 
gateway to East Antarctica, making it a more attractive destination 
for Antarctic nations to base their operations in Tasmania. We have 
a proud legacy of Australian Antarctic leadership and science – 
from the heroic era of Sir Douglas Mawson through to our modern 
expeditioners.


