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Dear fellow resident
As 2018 draws to a close, we can look forward 
to 2019 with great optimism.  Our Government’s 
economic plan is working with many more 
Australians in jobs than five years ago. This means 
greater economic security for individuals, families 
and local businesses.  

We are supporting those in the community who 
are ‘having a go’ with tax relief for over 60,000 
taxpayers and significant support to small 
business.  The Government is also seeking to 
protect the financial security that many older 
Australians have built over many years by rejecting 
Labor’s plans for retiree and housing taxes.

The strength of our economy has also allowed 
the Government to deliver the important social 
services to those who need our help.  This includes 
in the areas of healthcare, education, disability 
support and services for elderly Australians.  I 
am particularly proud of the additional life-saving 
drugs that have been made available on the PBS, 
fully funding the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme and the ageing package delivered in our 
last budget.

Locally, I continue to be active in the community.  
Through my visits to local schools, community 
organisations and businesses I receive invaluable 
feedback on the things that matter to you.  I 
am particularly heartened by the strong level of 
engagement and involvement of young residents 
in our volunteer associations.

I wish you and your family a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year.

Federal Member for Kooyong 
Treasurer of Australia

TREASURER OF AUSTRALIA

LATEST NEWS

Servants Community women’s house 
Kooyong has a new women’s only rooming house thanks to the great work of 
Servants Community Housing.  The project was made possible with Federal 
Government start-up funding of $300,000. It is a credit to Servants Community 
Housing, Hawthorn West Baptist Church and local volunteers who have turned 
the house into a welcoming and comfortable accommodation for women who 
need support during the most difficult time in their lives.  

2018 Kooyong Student Prize 
Education is a vital part of Australia’s future. Kooyong is one of the most 
significant educational hubs in Australia with 55 schools and over 35,000 
students. I recently held a special presentation ceremony at Balwyn High 
School for the 2018 Kooyong Student Prize. Students were acknowledged for 
outstanding excellence in academic and co-curricular activities, leadership, 
commitment to upholding school values, and contribution to the community. 
I presented recipients with a medal, lapel pin, and certificate to mark their 
success. 
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Our economic plan – building a 
stronger economy
The Morrison Government is building a stronger economy to 
benefit Australians. We have seen economic growth through the 
year higher than  OECD average. We saw unemployment 
come down to 5% in November.  Strong growth and our 
economic plan have been responsible for creating 1.1 million new 
jobs. International credit rating agencies, Fitch and Standards & 
Poor’s have reaffirmed Australia’s AAA credit rating, endorsing the 
Government’s policies.

Retiree tax will impact 12,000+  
in Kooyong
Retirees in Kooyong stand to lose thousands of dollars from their 
nest egg every year under Labor’s Retiree Tax. In Kooyong there 
are more than 12,000 people whose hard earned savings will 
be raided by Labor. Of those adversely impacted, on average, 
individuals lose $2,200 a year and self-managed super funds lose 
$12,000 a year. For many, the losses will be much higher.

This is a disgraceful cash-grab by Labor from those who have 
done the right thing, grown their nest egg and planned to provide 
for their own retirement. 

Giving women and families more 
choice  
Over the past few decades, Australia has taken great strides in 
improving women’s financial security and independence.  There 
are more women in work than ever before and the gender pay 
gap has come down. But there is still more to do. The Coalition 
Government’s $109 million Women’s Economic Security 
Package will help by:

• making parental leave payments more flexible so parents  
can determine what works for their family

• bringing business together to help reduce the ‘flexibility  
gap’ and gender pay gap

• supporting women to access the funds they need to  
escape domestic violence.

Guaranteeing choice in education
Our Government is focused on providing record funding to 
strengthen Australia’s educational sector with more than $309.6 
billion invested between now and 2029.  We are providing 
record funding over 10 years to all Australian schools. Students 
with disabilities will receive $22.1 billion in support between 2018 
and 2027.

Investing in key infrastructure 
We are delivering a record $75 billion investment in infrastructure 
and transport projects across Australia focused on building local 
communities, connecting the regions and our cities, busting 
congestion and boosting productivity, while creating local jobs.  
Locally we are delivering real investment in critical road and rail 
projects that will help get Melbourne moving including:

• $5 billion for the Melbourne Airport Rail Link

• $475 million for Monash Rail

• $140 million for a state-wide congestion busting package.

Delivering essential health services
A strong economy guarantees access to life saving, life changing 
medicines and all the other services that are essential to our 
national health. Our investment in your health includes:

• $30 billion of additional investment in public hospitals with 
Commonwealth funding for Victorian public hospital services 
doubling between 2012/13 to 2024 

• $4.7 billion funding per year in mental health including a 
landmark $51.8 million funding boost for youth mental health  

• an additional $4.8 billion investment in Medicare

• listing 1900+ new medicines at a value of $10 billion on  
the PBS

• fully funding the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

• funding $6 billion for health and medical research.

Our commitment to the environment
We are committed to supporting the transition to a lower emissions 
economy while providing secure and affordable energy to industry 
and households. Our emissions per person and emissions intensity 
of the economy are at their lowest level in 28 years.  Our initiatives 
include: 

• The Emissions Reduction Fund: a $2.55 billion investment 
that supports a range of emission reduction opportunities 
across the economy

• The Clean Energy Finance Corporation: $6.6 billion 
investment in clean energy projects - ultra fast electric vehicle 
charging stations in major cities, a trial of renewable hydrogen-
powered electricity generation and loans to support 40,000 
household batteries in South Australia

• Pumped hydro:  investing in pumped hydro storage projects 
in Queensland, South Australia and Snow Hydro 2.0 - the 
biggest battery in the Southern Hemisphere

• Renewable Energy:  enabling renewable energy to reach 
23.5 per cent of Australia’s electricity supply by 2020. 

Supporting older Australians 
Older residents in Kooyong will benefit from a range of initiatives 
announced by our Government including:

• aged care funding at record levels - $18.6 billion in 2017- 18
and growing by $5 billion to $23.6 billion over the next five 
years

• establishing a Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and 
Safety

• introduction of a new Aged Care Quality and Safety 
Commission and upgrading Aged Care Quality Standards

• delivering an extra 20,000 high-level home care packages - 
with in home care places increasing from 87,000 to 151,000.

Supporting local businesses
Our Government is determined to support small business in every way we can by:

• establishing a $2 billion fund to enable small businesses to better access the finance they need to fulfil their potential

• fast tracking tax relief for 3.3 million small and medium enterprises which will benefit some 22,808 businesses in Kooyong

• extending the successful $20,000 instant asset write-off for small business.

Lower, simpler and fairer taxes for all working Australians
Our Government has delivered income tax relief for all Australian workers and ensuring all Australians paying tax will be better off

• 60,000 taxpayers and their families in Kooyong will benefit from tax relief of up to $530 in 2018-19

• under our plan, 94 per cent of Australian workers will face a marginal tax rate of 32.5c or less.  
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 SUPPORTING OUR ENVIRONMENT

 Delivering more than $900,000 for local environmental 
and landcare projects

 Delivering $100,000 in new funding to local 
community organisations under our Solar Communities 
Program

 IMPROVING LOCAL ROADS

 Improving local roads with funding of more than 
$7.4 million under the Roads to Recovery Program 
and $325,000 under the Black Spot Program for 
improvements to local roads

  SAFER COMMUNITIES

 Delivering $200,000 for CCTVs in Camberwell and Kew.

 SUPPORTING SPORTING CLUBS

 Committing $275,000 to improve the facilities at some 
of our local sporting clubs 

 Delivering over $140,000 in Federal Government Local 
Sporting Champions grants

 Delivering $30,000 to resurface the netball courts and 
warm-up area at Boroondara Netball Centre at Macleay 
Park

 HELPING LOCAL GROUPS

 Delivering $2 million to upgrade the facilities at Guide 
Dogs Victoria in Kew

 Delivering $1.278 million in grant funding to Giant 
Steps in Kew a school for students with autism

 Delivering $3.2 million in federal funding for the 
establishment of the Greythorn Community Hub,  
Balwyn North

 Delivering $300,000 to establish a women’s rooming 
house

 Delivering $20,000 to establish the North Balwyn 
Rotary Men’s Shed

 Delivering more than $24,000 for upgrades to scouts 
groups in Kooyong

 HELPING LOCAL GROUPS

 Distributing $120,000 to local community organisations 
under the Centenary of Anzac Local Grants Program for 
commemorative activities

 Delivering $49,000 in grants to support local 
volunteers

 Raising more than $60,000 for Servants Community 
Housing through the Kooyong Giving Tree

 Delivering over $70,000 for equipment and upgrades 
at local kindergartens and childcare centres

 Delivering $500,000 to support Crohn’s & Colitis 
Australia in Hawthorn to improve early diagnosis and 
treatment

 HELPING LOCAL GROUPS

 Delivering $16,000 for facilities for the Boroondara 
Stroke Support Hub in Kew

 Delivering $1.3 million to Ability Works in Kew 
(Australian Disability Enterprise)

 Providing $16,000 to upgrade facilities at the Hawthorn 
Community House

 Providing $7,000 for equipment at The Green at St 
Columbs Church, Hawthorn

 Assisting in the establishment of a headspace youth 
mental health site in Hawthorn

   Raising more than $120,000 for cancer research 
through Relay for Life

 Backing local innovation with over $3.1 million in grants 
for local businesses in Kooyong

 Delivering $5.2 million to Endeavour Foundation in Kew 
(Australian Disability Enterprise) 
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Camberwell Grammar School’s 60th 
anniversary teaching Chinese
I was honoured to open the 2018 Victorian Chinese Language 
Teachers’ Conference at Camberwell Grammar School and 
celebrate the anniversary of 60 years of Chinese language teaching 
in Australia. Camberwell Grammar School was the first school 
in Australia to begin Chinese language teaching in 1958. Since 
then, Camberwell Grammar has taught Chinese to thousands of 
students, and many of them have gone on to live and work  
in China.

Supporting the  
local environment 
National Tree Day encourages 
people from across the country 
to plant native trees and shrubs 
to help improve the local 
environment. Over 190,000 
Australians participated in this 
year’s largest tree planting 
and nature care event. It was 
wonderful to plant trees at 
Fritsch Holzer Park Hawthorn 
with Hawthorn Rotarians and 
members of the local community. On National School Tree Day 
I planted a beautiful Australian bottlebrush with the environment 
captains and team from Auburn Primary School.

Hawthorn Community Chest’s 60th 
anniversary
As a Patron of the Hawthorn Community Chest (HCC), I was 
delighted to unveil the HCC’s 60th Anniversary plaque - a 
wonderful reminder of the great work HCC does in the local 
community to support those in need. Not surprisingly, our local 
community has the highest percentage of volunteers in metro 
Melbourne with 26% of locals volunteering compared to 17.6%  
for Greater Melbourne.

Schools visit Parliament House 
A number of schools have visited Parliament House recently 
including Trinity Grammar School, Carey Baptist Grammar School, 
Kew Primary School, Bialik College and Mont Albert Primary 
School.  It’s always a pleasure to meet with young students and 
discuss our political system.  

BCNA Field of Women in Canberra
I recently attended the Tribute Field of Women ceremony at 
Parliament House, hosted by Breast Cancer Network Australia. 
This event marks BCNA’S 20th anniversary, and pays tribute to 
survivors and women lost to breast cancer. In 2018, it is estimated 
that 18,087 women and 148 men will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer, Australia’s most common cancer. BCNA is the peak 
national breast cancer organisation and is headquartered in 
Camberwell.  I am pictured with BCNA founder, Lyn Swinburne. 

Auburn South Primary School Fair
It is always very exciting to attend the Auburn South Primary 
School Fair where the community comes together to enjoy the 
variety of stalls, homemade treats and fun rides. It was wonderful 
to meet some of the young students and their parents during my 
visit.  This year the school launched a new Stephanie Alexander 
Kitchen Garden cookbook, ‘Grow Cook Eat,’ which features 
delicious and healthy recipes. 

Keeping the memory of Menzies  
alive in Kooyong
It was lovely to catch up with Heather Henderson and visit the 
bronze memorial commemorating her father, Sir Robert Menzies 
– Australia’s longest serving Prime Minister and former Member 
for Kooyong, outside the Kew Library. Menzies held the seat 
of Kooyong for 32 years, from 1934 – 1966. I strive to keep his 
legacy alive in the Liberal Party and in my electorate of Kooyong.

10th anniversary of Specialised 
Therapeutics Australia
I recently opened the new headquarters of Specialised 
Therapeutics Australia (STA) in Kew, with co-Founders Carlo 
and Bozena Zembrzuski Montagner and Tim Smith MP.  STA 
is an independent, international pharmaceutical company 
providing specialist medicines spanning oncology, haematology, 
ophthalmology, supportive care and neurology. STA employs 50 
staff and has successfully commercialized 11 specialty lifesaving 
medicines to market. It has also donated drugs valued at more 
than $21 million to patients on compassionate grounds.
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Commemorating the Armistice centenary
It was an honour to attend the Kew RSL’s Remembrance Day 
service at the Kew War Memorial. Almost two million men and 
women have worn with pride the uniforms of the Royal Australian 
Navy, Australian Army and Royal Australian Air Force. Tragically, 
more than 102,000 names are today listed on the Australian War 
Memorial’s Roll of Honour. It is vitally important we remember their 
service and sacrifice now and into the future.

Opening of the Greythorn Community Hub
I was thrilled to officially open the Greythorn Community Hub in 
North Balwyn with Cr Jim Parke and North Balwyn RSL President 
Graham Foard and Secretary Gwenda Foard. The Hub will provide 
local residents better access to health and community services 
including allied health, a neighbourhood house, a new library, early 
childhood support and a new home for the North Balwyn RSL.



SUMMER 2018-19 

KOOYONG COMMUNITY NEWS

Camberwell Grammar School’s 60th 
anniversary teaching Chinese
I was honoured to open the 2018 Victorian Chinese Language 
Teachers’ Conference at Camberwell Grammar School and 
celebrate the anniversary of 60 years of Chinese language teaching 
in Australia. Camberwell Grammar School was the first school 
in Australia to begin Chinese language teaching in 1958. Since 
then, Camberwell Grammar has taught Chinese to thousands of 
students, and many of them have gone on to live and work  
in China.

Supporting the  
local environment 
National Tree Day encourages 
people from across the country 
to plant native trees and shrubs 
to help improve the local 
environment. Over 190,000 
Australians participated in this 
year’s largest tree planting 
and nature care event. It was 
wonderful to plant trees at 
Fritsch Holzer Park Hawthorn 
with Hawthorn Rotarians and 
members of the local community. On National School Tree Day 
I planted a beautiful Australian bottlebrush with the environment 
captains and team from Auburn Primary School.

Hawthorn Community Chest’s 60th 
anniversary
As a Patron of the Hawthorn Community Chest (HCC), I was 
delighted to unveil the HCC’s 60th Anniversary plaque - a 
wonderful reminder of the great work HCC does in the local 
community to support those in need. Not surprisingly, our local 
community has the highest percentage of volunteers in metro 
Melbourne with 26% of locals volunteering compared to 17.6%  
for Greater Melbourne.

Schools visit Parliament House 
A number of schools have visited Parliament House recently 
including Trinity Grammar School, Carey Baptist Grammar School, 
Kew Primary School, Bialik College and Mont Albert Primary 
School.  It’s always a pleasure to meet with young students and 
discuss our political system.  

BCNA Field of Women in Canberra
I recently attended the Tribute Field of Women ceremony at 
Parliament House, hosted by Breast Cancer Network Australia. 
This event marks BCNA’S 20th anniversary, and pays tribute to 
survivors and women lost to breast cancer. In 2018, it is estimated 
that 18,087 women and 148 men will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer, Australia’s most common cancer. BCNA is the peak 
national breast cancer organisation and is headquartered in 
Camberwell.  I am pictured with BCNA founder, Lyn Swinburne. 

Auburn South Primary School Fair
It is always very exciting to attend the Auburn South Primary 
School Fair where the community comes together to enjoy the 
variety of stalls, homemade treats and fun rides. It was wonderful 
to meet some of the young students and their parents during my 
visit.  This year the school launched a new Stephanie Alexander 
Kitchen Garden cookbook, ‘Grow Cook Eat,’ which features 
delicious and healthy recipes. 

Keeping the memory of Menzies  
alive in Kooyong
It was lovely to catch up with Heather Henderson and visit the 
bronze memorial commemorating her father, Sir Robert Menzies 
– Australia’s longest serving Prime Minister and former Member 
for Kooyong, outside the Kew Library. Menzies held the seat 
of Kooyong for 32 years, from 1934 – 1966. I strive to keep his 
legacy alive in the Liberal Party and in my electorate of Kooyong.

10th anniversary of Specialised 
Therapeutics Australia
I recently opened the new headquarters of Specialised 
Therapeutics Australia (STA) in Kew, with co-Founders Carlo 
and Bozena Zembrzuski Montagner and Tim Smith MP.  STA 
is an independent, international pharmaceutical company 
providing specialist medicines spanning oncology, haematology, 
ophthalmology, supportive care and neurology. STA employs 50 
staff and has successfully commercialized 11 specialty lifesaving 
medicines to market. It has also donated drugs valued at more 
than $21 million to patients on compassionate grounds.

SUMMER 2018-19 

KOOYONG COMMUNITY NEWS

OUT & ABOUT IN KOOYONG

Commemorating the Armistice centenary
It was an honour to attend the Kew RSL’s Remembrance Day 
service at the Kew War Memorial. Almost two million men and 
women have worn with pride the uniforms of the Royal Australian 
Navy, Australian Army and Royal Australian Air Force. Tragically, 
more than 102,000 names are today listed on the Australian War 
Memorial’s Roll of Honour. It is vitally important we remember their 
service and sacrifice now and into the future.

Opening of the Greythorn Community Hub
I was thrilled to officially open the Greythorn Community Hub in 
North Balwyn with Cr Jim Parke and North Balwyn RSL President 
Graham Foard and Secretary Gwenda Foard. The Hub will provide 
local residents better access to health and community services 
including allied health, a neighbourhood house, a new library, early 
childhood support and a new home for the North Balwyn RSL.



SUMMER 2018-19 

KOOYONG COMMUNITY NEWS

Strike Out Stroke 
I recently launched Strike Out Stroke’s national campaign at Kew 
Primary School with the help of students and SOS founder and 
Boroondara Citizen of the Year, Vivienne Harkness. SOS has 
partnered with Softball Australia to promote early identification of 
the symptoms of stroke which is one of Australia’s biggest killers 
and a leading cause of disability.

Hawthorn Malvern hockey upgrade
I was delighted to visit the Hawthorn Malvern Hockey Centre 
in Hawthorn on a wet Melbourne afternoon to see the juniors 
enjoying a fencing safety upgrade supported by a $25,000 
Australian Government Community Development Grant. With over 
1000 members training and playing at the ground each year and 
countless locals enjoying the adjacent Gardiners Creek Trail, this 
upgrade offers greater protection to players, spectators and park 
users & will encourage many to enjoy the local parklands.
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Giant Steps launches upgraded facilities
I was on hand to officially open new facilities funded by the 
Coalition Government at Giant Steps Melbourne in Kew, 
a wonderful school supporting students with autism.  The 
combination of these new facilities and the intensive educational 
and therapeutic programs at Giant Steps ensures that each 
student has the opportunity to reach their full potential. This 
funding is part of our Government’s commitment to ensuring 
students have the support they need to succeed in the 
classroom.

Preshil environmental class discussion
It was great to visit Preshil’s Year 11 Environmental Systems and 
Societies class in Kew for an engaging and insightful discussion 
about the environment.

You can sign up to receive my e-newsletter and 
share your views with me by completing the 
online survey on my website.

Please contact me to discuss issues  
of concern to you and/or for assistance 
with:

Congratulatory messages 
Special anniversary and birthday messages.

Grants 
Assisting groups to identify available grants.

Australian flags 
Presentation of the Australian flag and Aboriginal 
flags to schools and groups.

Student exchange packs 
Material for exchange students.

Visits to Parliament House 
We can assist local school groups and/or 
constituents who would like to visit Parliament 
House in Canberra.

Fridge magnets 
To receive our emergency number magnet.




