
Over 3,000 Australian nurses volunteered to serve during 
World War I and were stationed across continents in 
Britain, France, Belgium, India, the Mediterranean and 
the Middle East. Most nurses served with the Australian 
Army Nursing Service and worked in a range of difficult 
settings from hospitals to ships to trains to clearing stations 
closer to the frontline.  

Many of those stationed on ships received and treated the 
wounded throughout the Gallipoli campaign in 1915. The 
conditions on the ships were dire and near impossible to 
work with due to the lack of staff and adequate medical 
provisions. More often than not, the medical facilities 
would become overwhelmed with the wounded and dying. 

“Convoy arrived, about 400 – no equipment whatever – 
just laid the men on the ground and gave them a drink 

… they are shattered and [we] have nothing to give them 
– no comfort whatever. All we can do is feed them and 
dress their wounds.” – Matron Grace Wilson

Due to the large number of casualties from battle, the 
nurses were placed under extreme physical and mental 
stress. Once a nurse enlisted they had no choice but to 
serve for the entirety of the war unless they were badly 
injured or married.

For those nurses stationed closer to the front, they were 
exposed to shelling, aerial bombardment, gas attacks and 
the outbreak of disease. As a result, many nurses and 
women who served during the war never recovered from 
the physical and mental stress of war. Twenty-five nurses 
died during their service while eight received the Military 
Medal for bravery.

“No words can describe the awfulness of the wounds. 
Bullets are nothing. It is the shrapnel that tears 
through the flesh and cuts off limbs” – Sister Claire 
Trestrail 

Lest we forget.

“Please consider sharing in the spirit of Anzac Day 
and attend one of the services in our area. You can find 

details of local services in this brochure.”

JOSH FRYDENBERG MP
Federal Member for Kooyong
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LOCAL SERVICES

HOME AT LAST 
THE AUSTRALIANS RETURN
1 9 1 8 - 1 9 1 9

Sunday 14 April 

Kew RSL Sub Branch
13:15   2019 Anzac Remembrance March and Commemoration 

Ceremony, March will commence from the Kew RSL Sub-
Branch on the corner of Cotham Road and Charles Street, Kew. 
Followed by Annual Church Service, at the Holy Trinity Church, 
High Street, Kew, at 14.00.

Thursday 25 April 

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre
05:45   2019 Anzac Day Service,  

  Surrey Gardens, 88-90 Union Road, Surrey Hills

Camberwell City RSL Sub Branch
Dawn   2019 Anzac Day Service,  

 403 Camberwell Road, Camberwell

Box Hill RSL Sub Branch
05:40   2019 Anzac Day Service,  

 WWI Cenotaph, Box Hill Gardens, 26-28 Nelson Rd, Box Hill

Sunday 28 April 

Hawthorn RSL Sub Branch
13:00   2019 Anzac Commemoration Service, 

  Patriotic Area – Wattle Park, Riversdale Road, Burwood. 
Melbourne Tramways Band to provide concert after service, 
commencing at 14:30.
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Although the war had ended, 
it was a long time before 
many Australian troops and 

nurses would return home. 

During this time of limbo, the 
AIF implemented education 
programs for personnel to train 
in peacetime occupation skills. 
Other personnel, however, took 
advantage of the situation and 
decided to travel around France 
and Britain. The opportunity 
to see more of the world was 
one of the original incentives 
for enlisting to serve in the first 
place. Some personnel even 
went on to serve in Russia, 
joining the British force fighting 
the Bolshevik’s while some light 
horse units helped suppress 
an Egyptian nationalist revolt in 
1919. 

Many of those who returned back 
home to Australia were never the 
same. Many were restless and 
found it difficult to settle down 
or figure out what now to do with 
their lives. 

Early in war, it was clear that 
those returning back home 
would require great support, 
along with the families of those 
who would never return. As a 
result, the Returned & Services 
League of Australia (RSL) was 
founded in 1916 by returning 
soldiers. There was also a strong 
sense of national pride in what 
Australian’s had achieved during 
the war. Many towns began to 
build memorials to Australian 
service personnel, with 60 
completed before 1918. 

Today, there are approximately 
2,000 war memorials across the 
nation. 
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A famous 1918 image of Sydney women awaiting the return of loved ones from the war. 
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Members of the 1st Wireless Signal Squadron 

catching their first glimpse of Australia on the 

return trip home, April 1919.

Four of the five Malcolm family 
siblings served during the First  
World War. This portrait was  
taken after their return home. 
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In their time off, nurses engaged in souvenir-

hunting or went on excursions to the pyramids. 

Thus my diary ends after relating some of the 
most enjoyable, interesting, educating and saddest 

times in my life. One has a clear conscience 
though, that he, at least, tried to do a little for 
those at home we love better than all things on 

this earth. After nearly four years I now close this 
diary and enter civilian life a very much wiser 

man, thanks to the army and to “Kaiser Bill and 
his cobbers”. GOODBYE. 

Captain Ivor Williams’ last entry in his war diary,  
5 Feb 1919


