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THESE are difficult days for
the people of NSW. 

More than five million are
in lockdown. There are hun-
dreds of active cases, and tragi-
cally, two people have died.

Just as the people of NSW
have overcome virus out-
breaks before, they will do so
again. And they will do so in
the knowledge the Morrison
Government has their back.

Since Covid began, more
than $60 billion in direct econ-
omic and health support from
the federal Government has
been delivered to the people of
NSW. Now, we go further with
increased income support for
households, new grants for
businesses, and relief from the
Australian Tax Office. 

Our support package has
the following key elements. 

First, the Covid disaster
payment will be increased.
From next week, workers who
have lost 20 hours or more per
week will receive $600 per
week, and those who have lost
between eight and less than 20
hours a week will receive $375. 

The federal Government
will pay for recipients in hot-
spot areas, including Greater
Sydney, and the State Govern-
ment will pay for those outside
designated hotspot areas. 

Second, businesses and not-
for-profits impacted by the lock-
downs will get a significant cash
flow boost. Jointly funded by the
Federal and NSW Govern-
ments, eligible businesses that
have seen their turnover fall by
30 per cent or more will receive
a payment of between $1500
and $10,000 a week. Sole trad-
ers will also be covered with a
payment of $1000 a week.

Businesses receiving this
cashflow boost will be required
to commit to maintain their
headcount. 

Finally, the Government will
work with the ATO to provide
administrative relief for busi-
nesses suffering hardship as a
result of the lockdowns. This
could include reduced payment
plans, no interest on late pay-
ments and varying instalments.

We are all in this together
and NSW’s success in beating
the virus will be Australia’s
success. 
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